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Abstract

A Critical Approach to the Shiratori Kurakichi’s
Research on Dangun Myth

Yoon, Seung-joon

This paper intended for critical review on the interpretation of the
Dangun myth by Shiratori Kurakichi. To this end, this paper specifically
examines what was the rationale and logic of Shiratori Kurakichi's denial
and denigration of the Dangun myth, and what were the problems and
limitations of his claim on the Dangun myth. Shiratori raised questions about
the credibility of documents conveying the myth of Dangun through ‘A
Review on Dangun’(FE 5. 1894). He argued that the sacred tree(iiliiEf)
of Dangun myth was brought from ‘gosirsa-candana(“f-JEAf#E) in the
Buddhist scriptures, and that the Dangun myth was nothing more than a
work of art created by the monks in the reign of King Jangsu of Goguryeo
based on the teachings of Buddhism. However, it could be confirmed that
such a claim was merely an unreasonable inference based on a very
superficial similarity. Shiratori Kurakichi, in his another paper 'A Review on
the Ancient Legends of Choseon'(FAfD H{H3E#, 1894), said that the
egg-born myth in the old legends of Choseon, such as the myth of King
Kim Suro, the myth of Gaya, and the myth of Talhae, is the result of
Buddhist influence. He repeated the previous claim that the Dangun myth

was based on the Buddhist legend. However, since the premise that the
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egg-born myth is unique to India itself is wrong, Shiratori's argument cannot
be established either. Shiratori's claim to the Dangun myth shows the
situation at the time when Japanese modern mythology performed a similar
function to imperialism in the name of predatory colonialism or oriental

history.

Key Words : Dangun myth, Shiratori Kurakichi, Buddhism, colonialism, imperialism

=2 T 2022, 02, 22 AL etEgl 2022, 03, 22
ARY EHEY 2022, 04, 06




